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Hi!!! 
John Miller Howard devoted more than 41 years of 
his life to the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 

and prepared many outstanding artists and teachers.  

Byron Vaughns, the artist who illustrated this 
booklet, was one of Mr. Howard’s students. After 

graduating from U.A.P.B., Byron worked briefl y at 
KATV Channel 7 in Little Rock before moving to Los 

Angeles, California where he began an illustrious 
career in cartooning, animation and comics. During 
his career he was privileged to work with Steven 
Spielberg, Danny Glover, Betty White and many 

others.  His cartooning work included Tiny Toons, 
Pink Panther, He Man and Animaniacs. In 1993, Byron 
was awarded an Emmy for his work at Warner Bros. 

Later he reached out to young artists offering training 
through Animation Creations. Vaughns continues to 
use the skills he developed through the art program 

of the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.

U.A.P.B. art major Thomas Harris assisted with this book project 

to create the page designs and layout.

I hope that you have enjoyed visiting my exhibit.  

Please come back again to the 

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.

 John Miller Howard – Legacy Art Exhibition

My name is

Welcome to the

John Miller Howard.



I was born near a 

place called 

Alcorn, Mississipi, 

in 1908.

In the 1960s I helped to erect the building 

you are standing in right now, the

 Isaac S. Hathaway – John M. Howard 

Fine Arts Building.

This is one of the many abstract 

paintings I have made.

My mother, my brother, and I lived           
      in a small three-room house.



I loved to sketch and draw.

At three years old, I would lay on the fl oor and draw.

Momma was so proud of my designs.

I enjoyed making paintings of old houses.  

This is one titled Old House Number 5.

This painting is titled 
Still Life with Fruit.

I graduated from high school in 1928.



I LIKED TO PAINT WITH ACRYLIC AND OIL 

PAINT. I ALSO USED MIXED MEDIUMS AND 

COAL VARNISH FOR GLAZING. I LIKED 

PAINTING ABSTRACTS TOO. I LIKED TO 

PAINT IN MANY WAYS. 

Let’s take a look at some 
of my paintings:

I titled this painting 

Old Woman with a Letter and a Picasso.

I briefl y played I briefl y played 
Minor League Baseball Minor League Baseball 

while living in California while living in California 
with my uncle.We played with my uncle.We played 

some of our games in some of our games in 
Cuba and Mexico. Cuba and Mexico. 

We played against some We played against some 
of the soon to be famous of the soon to be famous 
American Negro League American Negro League 

Baseball players like Baseball players like 
Satchel Paige.Satchel Paige.



After being awarded an athletic scholarship to 

attend Alcorn College, I came back to Mississippi. 

Alcorn College did not have an art program, 

but I drew and painted whenever I could. 

Sometimes, I would use my 

cane to tap on students’ 

work to make suggestions.

As the art teacher here, I 

taught many students who 

went on to become outstanding 

artists and teachers.

  I drew cartoons for the college newspaper, 

painted murals on the dormitory walls, and 

painted signs on campus buildings because

I LOVED TO PAINT!! 



After graduating from college in 1934, 

I  became a high school teacher in 

Mississippi. But my love for drawing 

and painting continued. 
Here, I met and married Here, I met and married 

Julia Palmer, and we became Julia Palmer, and we became 

the parents of the parents of 

Marinelle and Roselily.  Marinelle and Roselily.  

In the summer, I studied in Atlanta, Georgia, 

under Hale Woodruff, a well-known artist.  This 

period was one of the happiest times of my life 

because I fi nally got to study art.

Later, I received a master’s degree in Art 

Education while studying in New York. While 

living there, I met many important people like 

Langston Hughes and Alex Haley, two famous 

and gifted writers. 



In 1939, I became the 

fi rst teacher in the 

Art Department at the 

Arkansas Agricultural, 

Mechanical and Normal 

College (AM&N), here in 

Pine Bluff, Arkansas.  

This school is now known as 

the University of Arkansas 

at Pine Bluff (UAPB).  
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